Visas (www.monkeyfingers.com, not online any more)

Having spent so much time getting visas, but more importantly many other peoples

helpful website advice re where and how to get them we decided to write how, where

and why we have collected ours.

Morocco – not needed by Europeans

Mauritania – Got in Casablanca, Morocco. Single entry, same day

Senegal – not needed

Gambia – not needed

Guinea Bissau – Got in Serekunda, Gambia. Single entry, valid for two months, to

be used within sixty days, ready within 30 minutes

Guinea – Got in Serekunda, Gambia. Same day, we got (as we needed it) two

entries but single entry available.

Sierra Leone – Got in Conakry, Guinea. Next day if dropped off in the morning.

100USD, single entry.

Liberia – Got in Freetown, Sierra Leone. Same day, 75USD, single entry.

Mali – Got in Rabat, Morocco.

Burkina Faso – Got in Bamako, Mali. Same day, multiple entries

Ghana – Got in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso. Valid for 90 days for entry within three

months, cost 15,000CFA. Next day.

Togo, Benin and Niger – part of the visa touristique entente. A five country visa also

including Burkina and Ivory Coast. We got it in Accra at the Togolese embassy

Ghana but know of people who got it in Conakry which would have meant we could

have used it in Burkina. Same day, 25,000CFA.

Nigeria – Got in Accra, Ghana. 100USD for the British amongst us, 20USD for the

New Zealander! Next day, single entry, valid for 1months stay as long as used within

2 months. British citizens seem to favour Lome or Bamako as cheaper here for them

as fixed price for everyone.

Cameroon – we got a bit caught out here. Dakar is possibly the best place to get it

as the only other places currently issuing a Cameroon visa are Calabar and Lagos

in Nigeria and Abidjan in the Ivory Coast. Having said that we managed to get it

easily in Calabar, same day for 51,000central African CFA (can pay in local

currency, dollars and euros) for single entry, valid one month.

Gabon – Yaoundé, Cameroon. Valid 3 months, multiple entries, same day. 35,000

CFA

Equatorial Guinea – Yaoundé, Cameroon. Valid 1 month, next day, 37,000CFA

Congo – Libreville, Gabon. Valid 15 days, 30,000CFA for members of European

Union, 50,000CFA for everyone else. Next day delivery.

DRC – Douala, Cameroon. Some difficulty persuading the lady to give us only 1

month with a delayed start date but eventually managed it for 35,000CFA single

entry and to start in two weeks.

Angola – Abuja, Nigeria. Same day, two entries, thirty days stay, valid for sixty days.

Cost 60USD. No letter of invitation required by us but we did produce proof of work.

Note the embassy is only open Mon, Wed and Fri.

Namibia – Not needed for UK, New Zealand

South Africa – Not needed for UK, New Zealand

Lesotho – Not needed for UK, New Zealand

Swaziland - Not needed for UK, New Zealand

Mozambique – Mbabane, Swaziland. Having looked into getting the visa at Pretoria

and Nelspruit we found out it was much cheaper to get it in Mbabane. 85 rand,

single entry valid 30 days or 285 rand multiple entry valid 90 days. Both available

same day although had to do a bit of talking to get the multi-entry.

Zimbabwe – We tried to get them in Maputo but were told they would need to be

sent to Harare and take ten days. We therefore got them on the border very easily,

British 55 USD (could pay rand) and NZ pay 30 USD.

Botswana - Not needed for UK, New Zealand

Zambia – Prearranged with Jollyboys, a backpackers in Livingstone (www.

backbackzambia.com) who will organise a “visa waiver package” which basically

means a visa you collect on arrival at your chosen border crossing as long as you

spend 2 nights at the backpackers (dorm, rooms or camping allowed). Worked out

much cheaper for us as British people pay 65 USD for a visa at the border and NZ

pay 20 USD, while the camping visa waiver package cost us a total of 25 USD each

which includes a 14 day visa, 2 nights camping, a beer and a couple of meal

vouchers.

Malawi - Not needed for UK, New Zealand

Tanzania – As we were planning to cross a small border into Tanzania we chose to

get our visas in Lusaka. Cost 50 USD each, valid for 3 months, ready for collection

same afternoon if handed in the morning.

